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Bicester Choral & Operatic Society would like to thank all our  
advertisers for their support.    

Your contributions have helped us to provide our audience with a high  
quality programme for “PIRATES”  



 
Past Stage Productions: 
 

 
With Bicester School: 

 
 
Choral Concerts: 
 

 

1966. Patience 
1967. The Mikado 
1968. La Belle Helene 
1969. Die Fledermaus 
1970. Iolanthe 
1971. The Gondoliers 
1972. The Yeoman of the Guard 
1973. The Pirates of Penzance 
1974. Princess Ida 
1975. The Gipsy Baron 
1976. The Mikado 
1977. Die Fledermaus, and The Yeoman of 

the Guard 
1978. Carmen 
1979. Ruddigore 
1980. Hugh The Drover 
1981. Salad Days 
1982. Iolanthe 
1983. HMS Pinafore 
1984. The Gondoliers 
1985. Oklahoma 
 

1986. The Sorcerer 
1987. The Elixir of Love 
1988. The Magic Lamp, and The Count of     
Luxembourg 
1989. Orpheus in the Underworld 
1990. The Pirates of Penzance 
1991. Die Fledermaus 
1992. Utopia Ltd 
1993. South Pacific 
1994. The Merry Widow 
1995. Faust 
1996. The Mikado 
1997. Fiddler on the Roof 
1998. The Yeoman of the Guard 
1999. Kiss Me, Kate 
2000. Dido & Aeneas 
2001. Iolanthe 
2002. Me and My Girl 
2003. The Gondoliers 
2004. Oliver! 
2005. My Fair Lady 
2006. Carousel 

1966. Boris Godunov 
1968. The Meistersingers 
1969. Nabucco 

1971. William Tell 
The Pilgrim’s Progress 

1972. Tcherevichki 
1975. The Bartered Bride 

1973. Faure: Requiem 
1974. Britten: St Nicolas 
1975. Haydn: The Creation 
1976. Brahms: German Req-

uiem 
1977. Kodaly: Missa Brevis & 

Mozart Requiem 
1978. Orff: Carmina Burana 
1979. Handel: Samson 
1980. Poulenc: Gloria, 

Stainer: Crucifixion, 
Mendelssohn: Hear 
My Prayer, Vaughan 
Williams: Fantasia on 
Christmas Music 

1981. Brahms: Liebeslieder 
Waltzes 

1984.   Mendelssohn: Elijah 

1985. Gounod: St Cecilia Mass 
1985. Bach: Kantate no 147 
1986. Respighi: Laud to the 

Nativity, Haydn: Passion 
1987. Faure: Requiem 
1988. 25th Anniversary Concert 
1990. Handel: Messiah 
1991. Vivaldi: Gloria, Haydn: 

Nelson Mass 
1992. Arthur Bliss: Pastoral, 

Vaughan Williams: an 
Oxford Elegy 

1993. Rossini: Petite Messe 
Solenelle, Elgar: From 
the Bavarian Highlands 

1994. Mendelssohn: Elijah 
1995.  Haydn: Stabat Mater, 

Schubert: Mass in G 
  

1996. Brahms: German  
Requiem 

1997. Mozart: Requiem, 
Haydn: Little Organ 
Mass 

1998. Handel: Semele 
1999. Choral Classics 
2000. Haydn: Creation 
2001. Handel: Israel in Egypt 
2002. Bach: B Minor Mass 
2003. Faure: Requiem, Vivaldi: 

Gloria 
2004. Haydn: Creation Mass, 

Mozart: Mass in C Minor 
2005. Mendelssohn: Elijah 
2006. Verdi: Stabat Mater, 

Schubert: Unfinished 
Symphony, Puccini: 
Messa Di Gloria 
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How We Started……  The Society has its origins in 1961 when members of Fringford 
Women’s Institute formed a small choir.  The choir combined with other village choirs to  
perform joint concerts in Oxford.  In 1963 the choir was re-launched at Bicester School, and also 
sang in support of Bicester Music Society.  By 1965 it was handed on to Mr Brian Cresswell, the  
enthusiastic head of music at the then newly created comprehensive school and by 1968 the  
Society was producing two shows a year; one light operetta and a large opera in partnership with 
Bicester School.  By 1974 choral works were being performed as well as  
operas, and before long a regular pattern was established; a spring choral work and a staged  
production in the late autumn, a pattern that we still follow today.  This makes us an unusual society 
in that we combine both choral and operatic disciplines, which we see as a strength as it ensures a 
high standard of music making. 
Since those early years BCOS has performed most of Gilbert and Sullivan’s works, all of the more 
popular European operettas and most of the favourite American and twentieth century musicals. 
Unusually for a small local society, BCOS has also performed several larger operas: Faust,  
Tcherevichki and Meistersingers.  We try to keep a mix of Gilbert & Sullivan, opera, and American 
or other modern musicals.  Our choral works have ranged through all the popular repertoire enjoyed 
by most British choral societies; composers through the centuries, some popular pieces, some more 
obscure and others fairly challenging! 

Future Programme   
Festive Concert with Mulled Wine at Twyford Church   Friday 7th December  
Christmas by Candlelight, with Bicester  
Concert Band, St Edburg’s Church,        Saturday 8th December 
2008  
A Leap Year Concert “Younger than Springtime”   Saturday, 1st March 
Bicester Charity Concert, extracts from above    Friday, 7th March 
A Concert version of Bizet's Carmen       Saturday 14 June  

Cole Porters Musical “ANYTHING GOES”    13th-16th November  

BCOS is a member of NODA (The National  
Operatic & Dramatic Association).  Our  
membership of NODA gives us many benefits, 
including regular news of other societies and 
their productions; and details of the many  
providers of all the facilities needed by amateur 
groups, such as producers, choreographers,  
costume hire etc.   NODA encourages and  
supports excellence in amateur theatre. BCOS 
were honoured and delighted to receive the  
F Leslie Cowham Trophy for Programme Design 
(Souvenir Class) for last year’s programme to 
accompany our production of Carousel. 

Why not join us ?….  If you can sing, act, paint, hammer, stitch, type, print, work with make-up, hair or 
lighting – come and join us – you’ll be most welcome.  We rehearse on Wednesdays from 7.30 during term-time at 
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Bicester (next to Bicester & Ploughley Sports Centre).  For more information, 
contact Andrew Gibson on 01296 738154 or Cathy Procopiou on 01869 247694 

BCOS is also a member of Making Music: 
WWW.MAKINGMUSIC.ORG.UK 
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