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The Society has a great number of friends who regularly support us and enjoy our 
productions.  We also have a number of Patrons and Corporate Sponsors.   If you 
wish to become a Patron, or a Corporate Sponsor, please pick up a leaflet from the 
foyer to find out the benefits you could receive. 
 
Our Patrons and Corporate Sponsors for 2005 are: 
 
��������������������������������� �������
Mr Mike Butterworth     Mrs Joan Duneclift     Dr Richard Evans     
Mrs Sarah Gibson  Mr I Gwyn   Mrs Jacqueline Packer 
Mrs Esme Nicholson  Mr Michael Nicholson Mr Lawrie Stratford   
Mrs Sue Williams  Prof Robin Wilson  Mr Peter Wright  
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Chris Townsend, Proprietor of The Star Inn, Bucknell Road, Bicester. 
 
����������
��
�������������
��
�������������
��
�������������
��
���� ���
Honorary membership is awarded on an annual basis to those who have given 
considerably of their services to help the Society.  The following have been honoured 
for 2005: 
 
Father Paul Martin   Rev Philip Ball 
Yvonne Blyth    Ian Brent-Smith  Rob Cornford 
Kate Cowdy    Chris Frost   Andy Hoyland 
Mark Hudson    Anthony Instone  Chris Kightley 
Gillian Liddell    Tracey McMinn  Len Payne 
Victor Puddick   Dave Wiggins  Mark Wiggins 
Pamela Wilce   Nick Woodwards 
 
������������
��
��
���������������
��
��
���������������
��
��
���������������
��
��
���� ���
Mrs F Austin    Mrs C James   Mrs P Liddington 
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Mrs Valerie Cresswell  Mrs Gwynne Harrington  
Mrs Norah Morgan   Mr David Richards  Mrs Ishbel Richards 
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Andrew Gibson – Chairman    Mel Cuthbert - Vice-Chairman  
Cathy Procopiou – Secretary    Trevor Daniels – Treasurer   
Sally Ross – Creatives & Publicity  Nicky Quinn-Taylor – Social 
Louise Woodwards – Publicity    Brian Blyth – Patrons/Sponsors   
Christine Wright – Newsletter & Programme Kat Edwards 
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Ann Robson formerly ran her own stage-dancing 
school in the North of England.  On moving to 
Oxfordshire, she taught English and History, but 
continued to produce that most English of art forms 
– the pantomime.  She has come to the musical 
stage from both comedy and serious drama, and 
has directed The Merry Widow, Calamity Jane, 
The Music Man, The King and I, Mack and Mabel, 
Oliver!, The Wizard of Oz, South Pacific and Kiss 
Me, Kate as well as choreographing Oklahoma!, 
My Fair Lady, Anything Goes, Iolanthe, Ruddigore, 
The Mikado, Guys and Dolls, Camelot, Carousel and Fiddler on the Roof for local 
operatic societies.  Ann runs workshops for dramatic societies as well as residential 
courses, and has enjoyed producing Old Time Music Hall. 
 

 
Ann putting the chorus through their paces 
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Flute Nick Planas Violin 2 Nicky Attwood 
Oboe Sheila Nicholls Cello Jennifer Davies 
Clarinet Claire Thomas Bass Ellen Lumbard 
Bassoon Susie Perkins Percussion David Hadland 
Trumpet Terry Mayo             Chris Hadland 
Trombone Tom Brady Keyboard Ian Tweed 
Violin 1 Stewart Attwood Piano Cathy Bowker 
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CAST 
(in order of appearance) 

 
Mrs Eynsford-Hill    Sally Ross 
Eliza Doolittle    Kerry Ayers 
Freddy Eynsford-Hill    Olly Ross 
Colonel Pickering    Tim Lane 
Professor Henry Higgins    Charlie Ross 
Harry    John Kightley 
Jamie    Andrew Gibson 
Alfred P Doolittle    Brian Blyth 
Mrs Pearce    Suzanne Hudson 
Mrs Hopkins    Jann Keen 
Butler    Martin Evans 
Maids                            Suzannah Bishop  

Debbie Cassie 
                                                  Mel Cuthbert  

Caroline Graham  
                                     Nicky Quinn-Taylor 

Louise Woodwards,  
Mrs Higgins     Christine Wright 
Lord Boxington     Tim Norris-Jones 
Lady Boxington    Karon Partridge 
Zoltan Karpathy    Trevor Daniels 
Queen of Transylvania   Jane Benham 

 
And the Chorus of Cockneys, Lords, Ladies and Serva nts 

 
The Ladies: 
Debra Barnacle, Jane Benham, Kim Benson, Suzannah Bishop, Sam 
Blackwell, Christa Bringmann-Smith, Debbie Cassie, Lauren Corcoran, 
Leah Corcoran, Kate Curran, Mel Cuthbert, Vivienne Frost, Caroline 
Graham, Gina Hadfield, Dawn Howsam, Rina Israeli, Nia Jeacock, Jann 
Keen, Tracey Milne, Carolyne Mollon, Nicky Quinn-Taylor, Karon 
Partridge, Joanna Plowman, Cathy Procopiou, Janet Ray, Jan Sandy, 
Heather Southgate, Rosina Watts, Louise Woodwards 
 
The Gentlemen: 
Martin Evans, Trevor Daniels, Gordon Fowler, Matty Fowler, Andrew 
Gibson, James Greenwood, Craig Harris, Olly Harris, David Jeacock, 
Tim Norris-Jones, Nick Withers 
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This is Kerry’s first production with BCOS after spending many years 
with the Brackley Players. Previous roles have included: Peter Pan, 
Aladdin, Audrey in Little Shop of Horrors and Mae Coughlin in Big Al.  
Inspired to join BCOS after watching Oliver! last year, Kerry has 
thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the society.  Kerry works as a 
primary school teacher at King’s Sutton Primary School which has 
helped her considerably when managing the increasingly disobedient 
behaviour of Mr Charlie Ross! 
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This is the second time that Charlie has played the role of Henry Higgins, having first performed 
the character at the Playhouse with Oxford Operatic Society.  He 
thought that the words would still be lurking at the back of his mind – 
sadly he was wrong and has found the learning something of a trial!  
His other roles with Oxford and Bicester have included The Pirate King 
in Pirates of Penzance, Curly, Will Parker and Ali Hakim in Oklahoma! 
(not in the same production!) Fagin and Bill Sykes in Oliver! The Duke 
of Plaza Toro and Don Alhambra in The Gondoliers and Henry Miller in 
Calamity Jane. He has particularly enjoyed working alongside Kerry 
and is enormously pleased that she finally returns to him at the end of 
the show, instead of eloping with Freddy! 
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Brian Blyth has been singing since the days of his school choir and has 
undertaken a number of small roles with an operatic society in 
Hillingdon and further solos and chorus parts with various choirs and 
singing groups. Taking early retirement after 40 years in the banking 
profession, he joined BCOS in 2002 after he and his wife moved to 
Bicester to be near their family which includes three grandchildren. 
Brian has appeared in the majority of our productions since then and 
took a modest role in Me and My Girl a couple of years ago.  He and 
Yvonne live on the new Bure Park estate and are very happy in their 
new environment. His current role as "Alfie Doolittle" (An ageing 
conman, a drunk and a womaniser) are, he says totally out of 
character, but he is willing to work at it! 
�
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Tim joined BCOS in 1986 and has played many and varied leading 
roles; among them Belcore in The Elixir of Love, Mephistopheles in 
Faust, Haj in Kismet, Emile de Becque in South Pacific. Tevye in 
Fiddler on the Roof – his favourite role, and Mr Bumble in Oliver! .  
His baritone solos include Handel’s Messiah and Semele, Mozart’s 
Requiem, Mendelssohn’s Elijah and Haydn’s Creation.  A former 
BCOS chairman and treasurer, Tim runs Europe’s largest 
International Risk Management Association and lives in Stratton 
Audley.  My Fair Lady Is Tim’s 22nd stage production with BCOS. 
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Suzanne has worked backstage on the last two BCOS stage shows Oliver! 
and The Gondoliers with her husband Mark, although she did make a 
fleeting appearance on stage in The Gondoliers as one of Don Alhambra’s 
henchman.  Suzanne has long been a member of the Launton Players.  
She has appeared in nine of their pantomimes playing everything from half 
of the comedy duo to an evil villainess, and including a helpless princess 
in Aladdin.  She will appear in next year’s 20th anniversary pantomime 
Dick Whittington.  When she is not singing or acting, Suzanne runs her 
decorative paint effects company called Different Strokes. 
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This is Olly’s first production with BCOS after an absence from the stage of 
more than 10 years.  Before his sabbatical he appeared in the title role of 
Oliver! aged 9 in the Bucknell Village production, as Kurt in Oxford Operatic 
Society’s The Sound of Music in 1991 and as Adrian Mole in a school 
production of The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole. Olly’s parents, Sally and 
Charlie, have enjoyed having a chauffeur to take them to rehearsals far more 
than Olly has enjoyed losing out in the love stakes to his father! 
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This is Christine’s second year with BCOS.  Last year she played 
Widow Corney in Oliver!  The non-singing part of Mrs Higgins takes 
Christine back to her roots, as she acted with amateur groups before 
getting the singing bug.  Christine also performs with Chinnor Musical 
Theatre (formerly Chinnor Operatic Society), for whom she has 
played many parts, including Julie and Carrie in Carousel, Edith and 
Ruth in The Pirates of Penzance, Valencienne in The Merry Widow, 
Tzeitel in Fiddler on the Roof,, Irene in Crazy for You, Adela in The 
Gipsy Baron, Mrs Molloy in Hello Dolly, and her very favourite part – 
Adelaide in Guys & Dolls.  Christine has also been involved in the 
production and performance of concerts and music halls/revues. 
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Andrew joined BCOS ten years ago, intending only to sing in Spring 
choral concerts but was inveigled on stage when the society was 
short of men!  His stage career ‘started’ as a singing cupid aged 7, 
‘faltered’ as a sleeping soldier aged 17 and only ‘recovered’ when 
tempted back with vodka and erotic playing cards in BCOS’s Fiddler 
on the Roof.  He caught the bug and has appeared in all BCOS 
productions since. He prefers to shelter in the chorus but has had 
roles as Gerald in Me and My Girl, and Mr Brownlow in Oliver!   In 
his spare time Andrew is a local GP and occasionally gets home to 
his wife and four children. 

�
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John Kightley first trod the boards about 15 years ago, playing Bill Sykes 
at his local village hall in the Charlie and Sally Ross production of Oliver!.   
On joining BCOS, he appeared in a number of productions - Pirates of 
Penzance, Die Fledermaus, as Captain Corcoran in Utopia Ltd., Kromov 
in The Merry Widow and the title role in The Mikado in 1996.  He then 
joined the Oxford Operatic Society, and was in The Pirates of Penzance, 
Fiddler on the Roof and Carmen.  His recent roles with Bicester have 
included Private Willis in Iolanthe, Parchester in Me & My Girl and Antonio 
in The Gondoliers.   John also sings with Akeman Voices, a small 
chamber choir. 
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After many years of choral singing in Cheshire and Oxfordshire, Trevor 
turned to the stage in 1992 as a member of the chorus in Opera 
Exchange’s production of Mozart’s The Magic Flute.  The following year 
he sang Baron Douphol in their production of Verdi’s La Traviata.  Since 
then he has appeared in many stage and concert productions by Opera 
Exchange, Oxford Touring Opera, Abingdon Operatic, Oxford Operatic, 
and latterly Bicester Choral and Operatic Society, mainly in the chorus.   
His roles have included Samuel in The Pirates of Penzance, Mountararat 
in Iolanthe, Counsel in Trial by Jury and Mr. Sowerberry in Oliver!  He is 
retired from his occupation as a computer manager. 
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Sally has been involved one way or another with the society for over 
20 years, appearing in 21 shows as well as many choral works.  She 
has performed, directed, produced and ‘committeed’ her way through 
those years, but is constantly frustrated at the lack of Performing Arts 
facilities in a growing town the size of Bicester.  She hopes that one 
day the town will have a purpose-built Performing Arts space for local 
societies, as well as for touring companies.   She has enjoyed the 
rehearsals for My Fair Lady as she plays the part of her son‘s mother. 
It has been particularly amusing to see husband, Charlie, and son, 
Olly, vying for the same girl!   
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Born in London, Jann moved to Bicester in 1975 with her husband 
John and son Julian.  She joined BCOS in 1983 in the chorus of 
HMS Pinafore and over the years has sung as a member of the 
chorus, in choral works, Christmas Concerts and summer shows.  In 
2003 she was the Nurse Inez in The Gondoliers, her first solo part, 
and last year she played the loud Mrs Sowerberry in Oliver!   This 
year she has another fun part as cockney Mrs Hopkins.  She enjoys 
being a member of BCOS - making friends, performing or working 
behind the scenes.�



+�-���.0���10�+�-�'6+�-&+�-���.0���10�+�-�'6+�-&+�-���.0���10�+�-�'6+�-&+�-���.0���10�+�-�'6+�-&� ���

�
From left to right:  

Back - Martin Evans,  Mel Cuthbert.  Debbie Cassie.  Nicky  Quinn-Taylor  
Front - Louise Woodwards,  Caroline Graham,  Suzannah Bisho p 
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Producer       Sally Ross 
Stage Management      Mark Hudson, Chris Frost 

       Mo Benson, Patrick Lane 
Set Design       Christa Bringmann-Smith 
Set Construction      Martin Evans, Bob Roberts  

& volunteers 
Set painting       Christa Bringmann-Smith  

& volunteers 
Lighting Designer      Dave Wiggins 
Sound Engineer      Alan Dix 
Costumes: 
Wardrobe Mistress and supply of costumes  Gillian Liddell 
assisted by         Victor Puddick 
Additional costumes supplied by  Admiral Costumes 
  Oxford Drama Wardrobe 
  Thame Players 
  Henry’s of Bicester 
Make-Up        Anne Newell-Burrows  

& volunteers 
Hair Styling       Karon Partridge 
Front of House      Rob Cornford and friends 
Front of House Display     Sally Ross 
Poster and Programme Cover Design   Gordon Fowler 
Programme Design and Production   Christine Wright 
Prompt       Sue Daniels  
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BCOS would like to thank our patrons and sponsors for their continued support; and all the 
members, friends and helpers who made this production possible.   
 
We also extend our special thanks to the following people and organisations: 
 
· Ashmore’s – for running our Box Office so efficiently 
· The staff of Bicester Community College – for production and staging facilities 
· The staff of St Mary’s Catholic Primary School - for rehearsal facilities 
· Martin Evans for the use of his barn for our set construction 
· Ian Brent-Smith for foyer and programme photography 
· Cherwell District Council and Bicester Town Council – for funding contributions 
· North Bicester Surgery for photocopying & other help 
· Blooms of Bressingham, Oxford Road, Bicester for the loan of plants and trellises  

 
 

 
           

www.bloomsofbressingham.co



+�
����������
�
����$+�
����������
�
����$+�
����������
�
����$+�
����������
�
����$  
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 





 

�
�����
��������������
�����������������
�����������������
�����������������
���� ���
8��������
������ � � � � � 
��
��	8 �� 	�����#�� ��
�
���
���	������	����
������
����
��������
���������	�������<�����)�����������
�������� "����
��	9& �� 	�����#�� �
�
�	�����	���
�������@
��	���� � � � 
��
��	:	"����
��		

; �
 	:	< �� 	�����#��  
�����
���
�����������M�8���
�
)�� �����	
�	������ � � "����
��	9 �� 	4���� ��
�
A
������	�������
�	�)�� � ������ �	 	 	 ��
���
��	= �� 	��	"����
��		

99 �� 	>�3��#�� �
 
#�������8�������#�������8�������#�������8�������#�������8������� ?@�		 A$	���	���	�����	����	������	�������	�������	�����	 ������	'��(	
'���	��(�B���	����	��	��������	 	����	��
	.���	��	 	���)��	#�	����	'�������		��	��������	
��	��
���
���	$���	C�;&	
�����	����B����	��	"�	���� )�	��������	�������	"������	��������	
D��E�	��	��������	:	���������	"�����	��������	

	

��	$������	��$���������	�������	4�
��'	��#���	��	& 9%8F	C;=9G<	

��	�����	���������	��	&9=F8	%<CF8< 	
�
�
#��$	�����$�7
����
��$�����7��%�������������������� �����$���#��$	�����$�7
����
��$�����7��%�������������������� �����$���#��$	�����$�7
����
��$�����7��%�������������������� �����$���#��$	�����$�7
����
��$�����7��%�������������������� �����$���
����������$���$
�	��9����������$���$
�	��9����������$���$
�	��9����������$���$
�	��9 ��& ��	 �������	"���������	!������������	��
	��
�3�
����	B	 �$	
���	'���
	��(�	��	#�	�

�
	��	���	 	����������� �	'�	���	���
	���	�
3����	#��(���	$����	
$��	���	����	���
�������	��
	���������		������	���( 	��	��
	��������	�	$���	$���	���	
$����	��
	���
	��	��	���	�������	���#��	��	$����B�$ B�����	�������	
	

4��������3����	�����	��	�B����	���	"���������	����� 	���������	'���	����	
�������	
��	&9=F8	%<CF8<	��	���������������H���������B������ 	

�
 
 
 
Bicester Choral & Operatic Society 
is affiliated to NODA 
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Stage Productions : 
 

1966 Patience 
1967 The Mikado 
1968 La Belle Helene 
1969 Die Fledermaus 
1970 Iolanthe 
1971 The Gondoliers 
1972 The Yeoman of the Guard 
1973 The Pirates of Penzance 
1974 Princess Ida 
1975 The Gipsy Baron 
1976 The Mikado 
1977 Die Fledermaus, and The 

Yeoman of the Guard 
1978 Carmen 
1979 Ruddigore 
1980 Hugh The Drover 
1981 Salad Days 
1982 Iolanthe 
1983 HMS Pinafore 
1984 The Gondoliers 
1985 Oklahoma! 

1986 The Sorcerer 
1987 The Elixir of Love 
1988 The Magic Lamp, and The 

Count of Luxembourg 
1989 Orpheus in the Underworld 
1990 The Pirates of Penzance 
1991 Die Fledermaus 
1992 Utopia Ltd 
1993 South Pacific 
1994 The Merry Widow 
1995 Faust 
1996 The Mikado 
1997 Fiddler on the Roof 
1998 The Yeoman of the Guard 
1999 Kiss Me, Kate 
2000 Dido & Aeneas 
2001 Iolanthe 
2002 Me and My Girl 
2003 The Gondoliers 
2004 Oliver!

 
With Bicester School: 
 
1968 Boris Godunov 
1969 The Meistersingers 
1970 Nabucco 

1971 William Tell 
           The Pilgrim’s Progress 

1972 Tcherevichki  
1975    The Bartered Bride 

 
Choral Concerts: 
 
1973 Faure: Requiem 
1974 Britten: St Nicolas 
1975 Haydn: The Creation 
1976 Brahms: German 

Requiem 
1977 Kodaly: Missa Brevis 

& Mozart Requiem 
1978 Orff: Carmina Burana 
1979 Handel: Samson 
1980 Poulenc: Gloria, 

Stainer: Crucifixion, 
Mendelssohn: Hear 
My Prayer, Vaughan 
Williams: Fantasia on 
Christmas Music 

1981 Brahms: Liebeslieder 
Waltzes 

1984   Mendelesohn: Elijah 

1985 Gounod: St Cecilia Mass 
1985 Bach: Kantate no 147 
1986 Respighi: Laud to the 

Nativity, Haydn: Passion 
1987 Faure: Requiem 
1988 25th Anniversary Concert 
1990  Handel: Messiah 
1991 Vivaldi: Gloria, Haydn: 

Nelson Mass 
1992 Arthur Bliss: Pastoral, 

Vaughan Williams: an 
Oxford Elegy 

1993 Rossini: Petite Messe 
Solenelle, Elgar: From 
the Bavarian Highlands  

1994 Mendelssohn: Elijah 

1995 Haydn: Stabat Mater, 
Schubert: Mass in G 

1996 Brahms: German 
Requiem 

1997 Mozart: Requiem, 
Haydn: Little Organ 
Mass 

1998 Handel: Semele 
1999 Choral Classics 
2000 Haydn: Creation 
2001 Handel: Israel in Egypt 
2002 Bach: B Minor Mass 
2003 Faure: Requiem, Vivaldi: 

Gloria 
2004 Haydn: Creation Mass, 

Mozart: Mass in C Minor 
2005 Mendelssohn: Elijah 
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